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The more you  
reuse the same 
bag, the less its 

environmental 
impact per use 

becomes.

Have you been inspired to purge your stuff by watching shows like Tidying Up with Marie Kondo on Netflix?  
Instead of throwing away all the books and clothes that don’t spark joy, get rid of them in a way that is good  
for the environment — donate, sell, borrow and repair. 
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proper purge 

Local organics options 

BYE BYE 
JUNK MAIL
 American households  
receive 70 lbs. of junk  

mail annually.
Tired of the never-ending flow  

of junk mail? Take these  
simple steps and decrease  

your paper waste.

Unsubscribe Online
Search dmachoice.thedma.org  
and unsubscribe for $2 from  

types of junk mail  
for 10 years.

Cancel Credit Card  
and Insurance Offers  

by Phone
Call toll-free 1-888-5-OPT-OUT  

(1-888-567-8688) or visit  
optoutprescreen.com

Tips to remember your reusable bags

• Put bags in your house near the door you exit

• Add “bags” to the top of your grocery list before shopping

• Leave a few bags in your car

   donate it
    Donating isn’t just for clothes –  
    mattresses, half used paint cans, or  
 even that second kitchen appliance you 
never use can all be brought to places like 
Goodwill, Bridging, and the The Recycling Zone.

   sell it
     If you think you can make some money on your  
    items, sell them! Go to Facebook Marketplaces,  
  ThredUp, or Dakota County Swap Spots to check  
out your options.

   borrow it
     Next time you suddenly find your kitchen  
     gadget is broken or want to test a new 
one out before buying, borrow it! Ask your literal 
next door neighbor or go to NextDoor.com.

  repair it
  Pick up your toolkit and repair your items! If  
  you’re not the fixing type, go to one of many local  
  repair businesses or attend a Fix-It-Clinic offered 
by Dakota County. Visit www.dakotavalleyrecycling.org 
and search “Fix-It-Clinic” to find upcoming dates.

Eggshells
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Dairy

BPI  
compostable 

products

Sign up to bring food scraps, paper towels, and compostable items to one of  
Dakota County’s local drop-off sites. 
Composting happens naturally all around us. As leaves and fruit fall to the ground, they slowly decay, 
providing minerals and nutrients needed for plants, animals and bugs. Composting at home or at  
a commercial facility acts the same way. 

Organics recycling creates a usable product and keeps valuable material out of the landfill where it 
creates methane, a greenhouse gas 20 times more potent than carbon dioxide. 

Commercial composting facilities, such as The Mulch Store in Rosemount, accept large amounts  
of food waste and certified-compostable products from businesses and residents. Because they  
maintain higher temperatures, large-scale compost sites can accept a wider variety of materials  
like meat and bones.

To sign up, email organics@co.dakota.mn.us, call 952-891-7557, or visit www.dakotacounty.us and 
search “organics.”

Dakota Lodge 
Thompson County Park
1200 Stassen Rd., West St. Paul

Holland Lake Trailhead
Lebanon Hills Regional Park
1100 Cliff Rd., Eagan 

The Mulch Store (aka SET)
16454 Blaine Ave. E., Rosemount 

Lakeville Water Treatment Facility
7570 179th St., Lakeville

JUNK



651-905-4520 
3365 Dodd Road · Eagan, MN

www.dakotacounty.us 
Search: Recycling Zone

Hours:
Wednesday: 9 a.m. – 8 p.m.
Thursday: Noon – 8 p.m.
Friday: 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. 

Saturday: 8 a.m. – 5 p.m.

This guide was printed on       Recycled Paper.

Tarjumaadda Af-Soomaaliga, booqo www.dakotavalleyrecycling.org  //  Para la traducción al español, visita www.dakotavalleyrecycling.org

www.DakotaValleyRecycling.org  // Twitter: @DVRecycling  // 952.895.4559

Household Chemicals & Hazardous Waste Area
Items like paint, cleaners, chemicals, batteries,  
gasoline, automotive fluids and fluorescent bulbs  
are accepted for free from households ONLY. 

Recycling
Bring in items such as glass bottles and jars,  
plastic bottles/jugs/tubs, metal cans, paper,  
cardboard, scrap metal and cooking oil to 
be recycled for free. 

Home Sharps
Bring home sharps (needles, syringes, lancets)  
in a rigid, sealed container with the label “Do  
not recycle: household sharps.” Accepted for 
free from residents only.

Electronics Recycling
Items such as computers, computer accessories,  
laptops, VCRs, DVD players and game systems  
are accepted for free from households ONLY.   
Small household electronics such as toasters,  
blenders, coffee makers, hair dryers and vacuum 
cleaners are also accepted. Remove batteries  
and glass parts. 

TVs and computer monitor fee: $10/each

Not accepted: major appliances, microwaves,  
exercise equipment, humidifiers, dehumidifiers, 
water heaters, medical waste.

Reuse Zone
Products brought in for disposal—such as paint, 
cleaners, fertilizers and solvents—are available for 
free to visitors if they are still useable.

Check out these other services: 

· Eyeglasses Recycling

· Lead Sinker Exchange

· Mercury Thermometer Exchange

For a full list of items that can be disposed of at The 
Recycling Zone, go to www.dakotacounty.us and search 
“materials accepted.”

Services Offered at The Recycling Zone
The Dakota County Recycling Zone is your place to get rid of the household items you can’t throw in the 
trash. A valid driver’s license is required to bring items to The Recycling Zone.

Glass Bottles
Empty, no washing
needed, labels okay

• Glass beverage  
 bottles and food 
 jars

RECYCLING AT HOME 
These guidelines apply to residents in Apple Valley, Burnsville, Eagan and Lakeville

Leave these out

Metal Cans
Empty, no washing  
needed, labels okay

• Aluminum  
 beverage cans

• Steel soup and  
 food cans

Cartons
Empty, no washing
needed

• Milk, soup, broth 
 and wine cartons

• Juice boxes

Paper & Boxes
Staples and plastic in window
envelopes okay. Flatten boxes.

• Mail, office and school papers

• Magazines and catalogs

• Newspapers and inserts

• Notebooks

• Paper bags

• Phone books

• Paperback books

• Paper towel/toilet paper cores

• Refrigerated food and  
 beverage boxes, including  
 pop and beer cases

• Cardboard and Boxes:
 Cereal, cracker and pasta
 Shoes, gifts and electronics
 Toothpaste and medicine
 Dryer sheets and detergent
 Tissues

Plastic Containers
Empty, caps on, labels okay

• Bottles
 Water, soda and juice
 Laundry and dish soap
 Shampoo, soap and lotion
 Ketchup and salad dressing

• Milk and juice jugs

• Margarine, cottage cheese  
 and other tubs

• Yogurt, pudding and  
 fruit cups

• Clear produce and deli  
 containers

• Plastic labeled numbers  
 1, 2, and 5  
 

Remember: Clean and Dry!

• Plastic bags
• Styrofoam™ products
• Ropes, hoses and chains
• Batteries
• Beverage and food pouches

• Dishes and drinking glasses
• Plastic straws and utensils
• Medical sharps
• Condiment packages
• Snack bags and wrappers


